Interpreted by
Master of Ceremonies

O’ Laundromat
Written by

Directed by

Wanna
Coulda
Shooda

Metaphysical Jeopardy
Written by

Directed by

Jack

Ernestine
Gwendolen

Dr. Carla
Scoreboard
Stagehand/Knight

Guilt
Written by

Directed by

The Judge
The Patient
The Brother
The Sister
The Mom
The Dad
The Chorus

Jana Noyes

Mike Goodnow

Susanne Douthit
Kato McNickle

Marilyn Neale
Elizabeth Lathrop
Ann Keating

Steven Marks
Kato McNickle

Michael Mann
Becoa Atkins
Catherine Harding
Beverly Gaska
Dennis Leveille
Roger McGuinness

Ronna Sue Keil, Kato McNickle
& SJ Williams

Ronna Sue Keil

SJ Williams
Elizabeth Lathrop
Howard Beatman
Judith Essex

Linda Jabren
Richard LaBoue
Entire Cast Ensemble

Intermission - 15 Minutes
Refreshments are available in the lobby.
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Dysfunction Junction
Written by

Directed by
Theme Sung by

Hen-House Hanna
Nettie

Sylver

Cooter

The Stranger

The Narrator
Washtub

Left Boot

Right Boot

Driven
Written by

Directed &
Performed by

The Psychotic Cereal Eaters
Written by

Directed by
Gladys
Fred

Lil' Missy

The Thorazine Shuffle
Written by

Directed & Choreographed by
Shufflin’ Ensemble

Kato McNickle, Ronna Sue Keil &
SJ Williams

Kato McNickle
Richard LaBoue

Elizabeth Lathrop
Joye Ford
Dolores Lewis
Richard LaBoue
Ralph Piscitelli
Michael Mann
Chris Millis

Ann Keating
Dennis Leveille

Ronna Sue Keil, SJ Williams

& Kato McNickle

Ronna Sue Keil

Kato McNickle, Howard Beatman,
Cathy Bearce, Valerie Ford

& Ronna Sue Keil

Ronna Sue Keil

Marilyn Neale

Howard Beatman

Valerie Ford

Ronna Sue Keil

Becca Atkins

Howard Beatman, Beverly Gaska,

Roger McGuinness, Becca Atkins
Erin Kudelchuk & Ronna Sue Keil
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Production Manager
Stage Manager
Assistant Stage Manager

Stage Crew

Load-In Crew

Lighting Design
Lighting
Sound

Muste

Scenery/Props & Costumes

Make-Up

House Managers

House Crew & Concessions

Advance Ticket Sales

Photography
Program & Poster Graphics
Ad Sales

Well-Being Coordinators

SJ Williams

Deborah Cluff

Melante Meredith

Marshall Robishaw, Cathy Bearce, David Bieri,
Valerie Ford, Linda Jabren, Jennifer Slattery
& Corrin Lineweber

Ralph Piscitelli, Marcia DeForest, David Bieri,
Brian Ragsdale, Linda Jabren, Sheila Barbone,
Sarah Garofalo, Lora Taber, Catherine Harding,
Mike Mann, Rick Grucza, Marshall Robishaw,
Dennis Leveille, Ronna Sue Ketl, Deborah Cluff,
SJ Williams & Kato McNickle

Ronna Sue Kell

Lora Taber

Louis Hubbard

Wendy Barrett, Andrea Vang & SJ Williams
Joye Ford, Marilyn Neale, Dawn Lamb-DeVeau,

Kato McNickle, Ronna Sue Keil, Dolores Lewis
& SJ Williams

Jennifer Slattery

Stacey Lion Lee, Tom Lee, Sharon Kitlinski
& Heidi Boehm

Stephanie McCann, Jenine Airey, Andrew Lee,
Adam Lee, Julie Nicolay & Pamela Morse

Carla J. Merrill

Ronna Sue Kell

Kato McNickle, Ronna Sue Keil & SJ Williams
SJ Williams, Ronna Sue Keil, Becca Atkins,
Elizabeth Lathrop, Catherine Harding,
Deborah Cluff & Kato McNickle

Dolores Lewis & Marilyn Neale
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Howard Beatman Elizabeth Lathrop
Linda Deutch  Dolores Lewis
Dr. Barbara Hoch  Pamela Morse
Ralph Piscitelli

ADVISORY BOARD

Nicholas DiMichael,
Founder, Connecticut Alliance for the Mentally Ill

Dr. Claire Gaudiani, President, Connecticut College
Sam Gejdenson, U.S. Congressman

James C. Griffin,
Director, Management & Program Analysis Services

Bette Iacino, Public Relations Coordinator,
Center for Disease Control; Atlanta

Reid MacCluggage, Publisher & Editor, The Day
Blanche McCrary Boyd, Author

Rollie McKenna, Photographer & Author

Faith Middleton, Connecticut Public Radio
Daniel Potter, Director, Mystic Paper Beasts

John S. Strauss, M.D.,
Professor of Psychiatry, Yale University
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Thank you for coming
to our show.

Your presence has made
a difference in our lives.

The performers
& production personnel
of Artreach, Inc.

WANT
YOUL..

..To Support Our Advertisers

The businesses who have advertised in

this program have supported us generously.

Please support them.
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Biographies

Rumors and Hearsay

Becca Atkins is a special treasure that we are thrilled to have in
our presence! She has a degree in dance, a ton of performance
experience, a gentle personality and her own Macintosh Com-
puter (we love Macintosh Computers)! We are proud to an-
nounce that Becca has joined the staff of Artreach as the Assist-
ant Director of the SECOND STEP PLAYERS.

Wendy Barrett is terribly generous and tender hearted, not to
mention she is a fantastically talented country guitar player. She
has played with country bands in this area for nearly eleven
years and now plays with our own S] Williams in that rockin'
country duo, Blue Blazes. Wendy’s talents were in glorious evi-
dence during the Coffeehouse in May. Tonight you can hear her
guitar in all the theme and intro music.

Cathy Bearce has worked backstage, onstage, under the stage
and above the stage. She was the General in last year’s goofy
one-act, "The Hand of God"; a Grey Person in our drama, "Rec-
ognizable Faces"; and yes, your memory serves correctly, she
was Pooh in most of our many versions of Winnie-the-Pooh.

Howard Beatman has been with the troupe since day one. He is
one of the most devoted, consistent and prolific members boast-
ing credits in acting, directing, writing, dancing, sound technolo-
gy, board membership and... button sales. He has been working
as a consultant to the CT Department of Mental Health and will
take on the fulltime job of Administrative Assistant at Artreach
in the fall. And yes, we must not forget, he was featured in a
photograph on page 26 of the May issue of LIFE magazine.

Deborah Cluff ranks right up there as one of the hardest work-
ing volunteers we have ever had. We love having her around.
The hours she has logged are staggering...and no, she was not
staggering while logging those hours! She has lugged our
equipment all over New England with us and one time she
jumped in at the last minute as a dancer in the "Thorazine Shuf-
fle". But the best, most unforgettable Deb Cluff moments found
her dressed in pink tights and a little striped shirt and floppy,
furry ears portraying the neurotic, endearing and enduring “Pig-
let”. Tonight, she takes over the daunting job of Stage Manager.
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(u) CREENVILLE DRUC STORE IKG. ¢

JOHN A. KISZKIEL II, RPh, FASCP THOMAS A. KEEMON, RPh
ANDRE LACOMBE, RPh
"QUALITY PHARMACEUTICAL SERVICES SINCE 1951*
FULLY COMPUTERIZED PATIENT PROFILES
CONVALESCENT AIDS * MEDICAL EQUIPMENT * SURGICAL & OSTOMY SUPPLIES
ORTHOTICS FITTERS * SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS
MEDICARE: WE ACCEPT ASSIGNMENT * ALL MAJOR PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS
PAY SNET & NORWICH DPU BILLS HERE

LONG TERM CARE PHARMACY SERVICES
FREE PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY

Special Thanks...

but not a penny to:

% Best in Baked Goods
Muffins & Danish ~ Hard Rolls & Breads
JACKIE'S BAKE

SHOP 886-0088

MAIN STREET
OO & Dave or Tank

Beverly Mattern
& The Williams

All for donating baked goods

e 213 CENTRAL AVE.
889 9857 NORWICH
FAX: 886-0950 (Corner of 4th St.)

Joseph S. Parzych

President

Mon. - Sat.

g (203) 443-7792
Friday Night 48 Captains Walk

Open til  pm New London, CT 06320

Coca-Cola
Bottling Company
of
Southeastern
New England, Inc.

For donating beverages

Break a Leg
Second Step Players!

The Unitarian Universalist Church
of Norwich, Incorporated

For donating rehearsal space
& being all around good _folks!

Brenda's Hair Care

Stonington, Connecticut

& last but not least
to Reynaldo Cruz

Jor allowing us to use three of his many _faces
in all of our promotions of Psychos -R- Us!
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Breakfast served from 7 a.m. daily
Luncheon & Dinner specials daily
Fast, Friendly, Polite Service
Good Food At A Fair Price
' ¥ 566 Coleman Street

New London, CT 06320

Your Family Restaurant 442-7146

With the widest variet
of food in the area. * BEER WINE
-Children’'s Menu- SALAD BAR COCKTAILS

1-95 S. Exit 83, Coleman St., left. 1-95 N. Exit 82A, Coleman St., left.

Russel Studios

The area’s
Leading Photography Studio

for over 22 years.

Wedding Portrait Commercial

Social Corporate

536-4646

September Special
Family Portrait & 11x14 $69.95

by appointment only

BOOKSMITH

New London Mall
New London, CT 06320
(203) 442-1780

=z
VILLAGE BOOKSMITH

Olde Mystic Village
Mystic, CT 06355
(203) 536-6185
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Judith Essex knows more about the private lives of American ce-
lebrities than most reporters for People Magazine! It's unbeliev-
able how well she knows these people. She knows Whoopie
Goldberg’s BIRTHDAY! I mean really! On a less sensational
note, you will be pleasantly surprised to see Judith perform to-
night. It’s clear that she attracts to celebrities because she has
some definite star qualities of her own.

Joye Ford is one of the strongest supporters this or any agency
has ever had. Yes, she does get to do some fun, wild comedy
with us, but she also sells tickets, sews costumes, preaches our
praises to EVERYONE she meets and devotes an entire wall of
her house to the most complete collection of SECOND STEP
PLAYERS memorabilia in existence today! She is a talented,
committed and sweet woman.

Valerie Ford first performed with us when we were working
with Dan Potter and the Mystic Paper Beasts. Dan had this big
horse costume that Howard Beatman and (who was it, Ralph
Piscitelli?) had to wear on their backs. Atop the whole shebang
was a young and courageous Valerie Ford dressed in a tutu and
leotard while holding the reigns and waving at the crowd. She
has been with us steadily ever since, mastering with great
aplomb the art of acting.

Beverly Gaska is an absolute treat to behold. I am not ashamed
to admit that we believe that Bev has the best comic timing of
anyone to ever work with the PLAYERS. Almost eight years ago
she was one of the founding members of the troupe. She took a
hiatus for a couple of years and boom, this year she jumped back
in both performing tonight and singing in the coffeehouse!

Mike Goodnow is a new discovery of the troupe’s and he is a
jewel. He is our only current Head Banger (that’s slang for some
one who likes really loud, fast, thrashing music) and we are
pleased to finally have one to add to our collection of extraordi-
nary people. Mike is only biding his time as one of the Masters
of Ceremonies tonight. What he really wants to do with the
troupe is put on some black and white face make-up, skin tight
leopard pants and thrash around onstage while lip-syncing to an
Ozzie Ozborn record. We’'ll be able to accommodate him.... just
not till we do the next coffeehouse in April. You don’t want to
miss it!
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Enjoy The Best
Of Both Worlds. .. %

Quality and value " becay

J.P. Daniels announces it’s new "
menu... more interesting, more

ive, with ent What an amazing year we have had! Our current U.S. Department

E:ar:.?il:\?;t g;fsofgoreyef,u can v of Education Seed Grant will end in October and we have spent a

still enjoy award-wi;ming' great deal of time this year lobbying the Connecticut Department of

N\ = atmosphere, excellent service Mental Health to take over funding for the SECOND STEP

/f\v — d P th < terine . PLAYERS. We have learned a ton about the workiEFs of state gov-

. anc mou I'(ZV atering tare, ernment, the confusing nature of politics and the fickle ways of busi-

JeP<Daniels allin a smoke-free environment, ness, but by the end of the process the State of Connecticut Depart-

ety all at a price that's right! ment of Mental Health sure enough did agree to support a

Restaurant Dinmer b s o o 8199 [l are pleased and proad 1o work with sy B mosk prcpressve
Catering Services Dinner from 5 p.m. | w ; y v

Establifhe 41981 Sun day Brunch Buffet 11:00-2:00 state system that we have encountered in our travels.
Rated +++V/1993 M""""g"i’f: Rte. 184 ¢ Old Mystic, CT On Monday June 7th, a week after we got word that the State will
" 92193 AAA Gu (203)572-9564 fund the SECOND STEP PLAYERS, we got word from the Federal

Department of Education that we have received three years of fund-
ing for a completely new program. It is the second demonstration

prc(?'ect that we have been awarded by the De})artment of Education
T ‘ and we are fantasmagorically flattered. It is officially called “Special
\) l | \ \ Projects and Demonstrations for Providing Vocational Rehabilita-

tion Services to Individuals with Severe Handicaps.

The store of a million and one items

We call it WORK HARD/PLAY HARD and it is a "Community

a complete line of based consumer-drivgn recreational training program for aduls
with psychiatric disabilities who work a minimum of 15 hours a
STATIONERY AND OFFICE SUPPLIES week.}'? yWe will hire a Director, two Driver/Coaches, a part-time

208 Bank Street New London, CT 443-8461 Bookkeeper and an Administrative Assistant.

‘ You know, lots of companies have employee recreation programs.

~_Fine Audio & Video Components for the home - They know that an employee who has a vivid recreational life has

, more job satisfaction and longevity. Unfortunately, most ex-
v psychiatric patients are not going to be given a job at a company
with a gym or a softball league or free tickets to ball games. So we
Ob ert S | will attempt to prove in a scientific manner (I know it's hard to ima-
‘ gine us doing anything in a scientific manner!) that it is worth it for
W Audio Video 442-5314 | our society to invest in recreation to aid these courageous heros who
shoreline 90 Bank St. 1 are fighting against some massive odds to get off public assistance.
since 1934 New London :
_— - We are fabulously excited to be expanding into general recreation.
We think it will be fun. That is, after all, the point.
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CONNECTICUT CENTER

For Human Growth & Development

GESTALT ¢ BIOENERGETICS » PSYCHODRAMA

¢ Individual + Marriage + Family «+ Group
¢ Drug + Alcohol + ACOA Issues
¢ Anxiety « Depression + Stress Disorders
¢ Codependency ¢ Sexual Abuse

Holly Hatch, C.S.W., B.C.D.
Shirley Swanson, ML.A.
Walter van Sambeck, Dpl. Psy., CAC/CDAC
Maria Davila, C.S.W., A.C.S.W.

244 South Main Street Colchester, CT 06415
537-3977 or 537-5426

Break - A - Leg
Second Step
Players!

FREID .

THE DISC
MASTER

Fox Sereen
Primting

112 North Street Weddings, Parties, Special Events
Groton, CT 06340 |ALL THINGS ROCK.& ROLL |
(203) 445-1523 ol A o

(203) 445-0638

Catherine Harding has been gracing our stage for a few years
now. She is our in-house “Bird Woman” (I'll let her explain
that), our resident “New Age-nic” and our favorite vegetarian.
She is also becoming quite a consummate performer, working in
everything from “Metaphysical Jeopardy” to portraying a
Knight in a “Medieval Tale” we performed at the Annual Medie-
val Feast hosted by the Norwich Unitarian Church.

The House Managers and Crew is that group of officious peo-

ple you met when you first entered the theatre tonight. The
managers keep all the intricacies of tickets sales and collection,
concessions, house cleanliness and order and button and t-shirt
sales working smoothly and it's no small task. Thanks to Sharon
Kitlinski, Heidi Boehm, Stacey Lion Lee and Tom Lee for han-
dling this year's management tasks. By the way, the managers
also get to boss around the members of their crew who are
Stephanie McCann, Jenine Airey, Andrew Lee, Adam Lee, Julie
Nicolay and Pamela Morse. Thanks to these generous people
who were willing to be bossed around and yes, sometimes even
abused (we've got it documented!) by their friends and family
members.

Louis Hubbard came to our stage through a circuitous route.
He started out as a Disc Jockey Trainee with S] Williams on
WCNI. As she trained him to be a disc jockey, she realized what
a wiz he is with sound equipment and technology. She bribed
him to join the troupe by letting him take over her radio show
for a couple of weeks and WHAM, he was our new sound man.
He really is a wiz... just listen.

Linda Jabren has spent the last two seasons working backstage
with the PLAYERS, but we have always known that her heart
belonged in the spotlight. We have arranged for her to have a
teeny tiny bit of that glorious light tonight. She’s very, very fun-
ny and we’re hoping that next year she’ll ask for a bigger piece.

Ann Keating met Kato McNickle in an acting class at Mohegan
College years ago when Mohegan College was still Mohegan
College. We got into a casting bind rather late in the rehearsal
process and Ann jumped in to save our skins. She is a consum-
mate professional and we hope we can find a way to keep her
coming back.

Ronna Sue Keil is the founder of the Second Step Players and
Executive Director of Artreach. She wears many hats within the
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@®uality Tar Qare

AUTOMOTIVE RECONDITIONING
& DETAILING
Hand Car Washing, Oxidation
& Scratch Removal, Polishing, Waxing
Engine Cleaning, Upholstery Shampooing
Free Pick Up & Delivery
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 886-8151
Joe Difiore 60 Maple Street, Norwich, Connecticut

If gou can talg,
gou can sing.

If gou can
freathe,
gou can dance,

a _friend _from Mystic, Connecticut

Norwichtown BY APPOINTHENT
. 886-0188
Veterinary

Hospital

AMY CROCKETT, DVM
EDWARD GRACE, DVM

177 OTROBANDO AVE.
NORWICH, CT 06360
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Bridals & Tuxedos

0 Bridal Gowns 0 Tuxedo Rentals

0 Bri id's Dresses 0 Formal Wear Sales
Srdesmards I 0 Attire & Accessories For

0 Special Occasions h .
0 Prom Dresses The Entire Wedding Party

Norwich 363 WEST MAIN ST.

A 889"5454 Nonw?(!:ﬁacel)' 06360

Laurcn's Rose Bridals & Formal Wear

N

The Most Comprehensive
Counseling Center in Connecticut

tel UNITED SERVICES

TRANSITIONAL SERVICES
-CASE MANAGEMENT
-RESIDENTIAL
-VOCATIONAL
-SOCIAL REHABILITATION

Other programs include:

Parent-Child Resource Center * Adult Outpatient Services
Addiction Recovery Services * Retired Senior Volunteer Program
Employee Assistance Program * Domestic Violence Program

ictim Assistance Program * Latino Family Program
Community Education & Development * Offender Services
Crisis Intervention/Emergency Services * Psychological Services

1007 North Main Street 132 Mansfield Avenue
Dayville, CT 06241 Willimantic, CT
774-2020 - 456-2261
{ { The Upper Deck

Overlooking the Thames River
BREAKFAST ano LUNCH
123 Pequot Avenue, New London, CT 06320

443-8200
Grace Bechard - Owner
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JOYDON'S

HOUSE OF LEISURE
:l
COINS * STAMPS h
SPORTS CARDS * COMICS
ESTATE JEWELRY
COLLECTIBLES
Area's Leading Buyer of Pen & Ink Portraits
Gold and Silver A
For over 30 Years & Caricatures
BUYING * SELLING
TRADING * APPRAISING People, Pets & Places
77-88 Captain's Walk By KATO
New London, CT 06320 McNickle
443-5887
(203) 445-2909
BOLAN 86 Denison Ave.
Mystic, CT 06355
b e
COPIES 1-800-225-4480
I FAX (203) 572-7237

Brilliant Canon Laser Color Copies for Less
Full Color Output From Your Computer
Graphic Design * Business Cards * Binding * Resumes
Regular Black & White Copies * FAX Services

Hours: Mon-Thurs 8 -8 * Fri-Sat9 -5

=
For a great %@\\"\CU s 004%
therapeutic experience... S "
o [ ;

S W RIS
R e

oo .I{nit With hl’ﬂ Box 522 Norwich, Conn 0636(17.‘

Ponemah Yarn! Fine Woolen Yarn

spun in the
Good Luck Second Step Players! || New England Tradition

troupe; in fact, she can do and has done just about anything that
needs to be done in connection with any of our productions. But
what is most wonderful about her is her seemingly inexhaustible
supply of creative vision. She has ideas like you wouldn't be-
lieve, at a rate that would alarm even the most committed work-
aholic. She has as many ideas stored away for Artreach's future
as Prince has songs for future albums; as Trump has money; as a
bureaucracy has sly, evasive tricks up its sleeves......... She wears
us out, but keeps us working and we wouldn't have it any other
way.

Erin Kudelchuk is another new discovery this year. She joined
up to work behind the scenes but it didn't take long before we
lured her out into the spotlight. She's flexible, agreeable, talent-
ed and she shows up on time! What more could we ask? We
just hope she continues with us after the O'Neill.

Richard Laboue is such a talented guy. We first met him earlier
in the year when he sang at the Coffeehouse. He did a very pop-
ular and very DEEP version of “King of the Road”. His voice
sounds just like Roger Miller’s. Really. But, don’t take my word
for it. Listen for that golden larynx during the opening of Dys-
function Junction.

Elizabeth Lathrop holds a fulltime job at Burlington Coat Facto-
ry and has to jiggle, juggle and exhaust her schedule to get to re-
hearsals and performances. We would like to take a moment
and offer a round of applause for this and all the employers Eliz-
abeth has had over the five years of her membership, because
this troupe and this agency would not be the same without her.
You may remember Elizabeth as the lead character in the chil-
dren’s tale “Why the Partridge Drums” and of course, as that
unforgettable little ROO in “Winnie the Pooh”.

Dennis Leveille has gone from “stage hand” to “stage ham” in
his few short years with us. Last year he made his debut as a
“Thug” in our one act play, “The Hand of God” and this year he
returns as a living score board in “Metaphysical Jeopardy” and
delivers an hysterical portrayal of a boot polishing bumpkin in
“Dysfunction Junction”.

Dolores Lewis is a founding member of the troupe. She has
been with us lo’ these many years and it was not until this July
that she ever let us see her tap dance. What a high stepper! Do-
lores is a corner stone of the ensemble, holding a seat on the Ar-
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The Businesses of

RELIANCE HOUSE, INC.
SKILLET

IRON

42 BROADWAY NORWICH, CT
Serving freshly made soups, ALL MADE ON THE PREMISES
sandwiches, and desserts g;giio%ﬁlg 7:45AM-2PM

Reliance Enterprises

Specializing in Seasonal Tasks

Lawn Maintenance, Snow Shoveling,
Hauling, Moving, Lifting, and Loading
No Job Too Small - We Do It All

CALL DAVE MILLER 887-6536

Broadway Laundromat /

ey

COMPLETE LAUNDRY SERVICE )

WITH A SMILE FOR $1.00/ LOAD %ﬂj
SELF SERVICE FACILITIES ALSO AVAILABLE

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

887-6536

Across from the Dime Savings Bank in Norwich

WHILE TESTIFYING IN COSTUME before the legislative committee.
The costume and theatrics served to illuminate his pleas for continued
funding for irograms that serve our fellow ex-psychiatric patients. As
luck would have it, there was a photographer for the Hartford Cour-
ant Jxesent to snap a stunning shot of the “be-Pillared” Howard
amidst the legislative desks.

Lee Ann Soowal, a Healthwise reporter for Channel 3 in Hartford did
a long and thorough segment on the troupe. She filmed a perfor-
mance at Connecticut College and really did a thoughtful and enter-
taining piece.

Early in May Howard was diligently doing his job at the New London
Public Library when he received a phone call from a friend. “Howard,
did you know your picture is in LIFE Magazine?” To which Howard
smartly replied, “Dad, is that you? This is one of your jokes, isn’t it?”
The caller f'mallK convinced him to go and look for himself and sure
enough, right there on page 26 of the M?IY issue the Second Step
Players received their first national press. The beautiful color photo
from the Hartford Courant was submitted to the magazine and the
rest is history.

The last major goal that we hope we have begun to achieve this year is
creating a way that we can begin many satellite troupes in other states.
We have always believed that arranging for ex-psychiatric patients to
see us and hear our message is only the first step. Because of the limi-
tations of time and distance, only a ver{ few people can taste the thrill
of being onstage in a show like you will see tonight.

We have written yet another %rant to the Federal Department of Edu-
cation to create the “National Mental Health Performers Network.”
We will designate eight new or fledgling troupes in the eight North-
east states and spend the three years of the grant period teaching,
coaxing, supporting and building them into troupes modeled after the

 SECOND STEP PLAYERS model. We will write grants for them while

we teach them to write grants. We will write scripts for them while
we teach them to write scripts. And all of this will happen while the
two and one half full-time staff persons drive lots and lots of miles
and stay in lots of cheap hotels.

As I say, we have only written and not yet received this grant, but we
have reason to believe that we have an exccllent advantage in this
competition. So, please just take a second to close your eyes and ima-

ine the difference we could make if we could operate on this kind of
evel.

As always, we thank you for being the base from which we fly; the
community to which we return; the people, places and organizations
that give us the courage to try and to grow.
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OLDE TYMES

RESTAURANT

A }q

360 W. Main St. Rodney & Lucille Green
Norwich, CT 06360 (203) 887-6865

EALS Ec
AMNKS. P.C.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS

DB HEIRTY

187 WILLIAMS STREET
NEW LONDON, CT 06320

-‘-":'*_—f_‘!:_r OOy, -
)L/.E—-——/L B \# Z al"

BOK-267+ GALES FERRY VILLAGE, CONINECTICUT

Always ~A- "Sail”  464-0487

everyihing for everyb oc]y

Next to the Post Office!

qfillage ® Resale

treach Board of Directors (actually, it’s only a folding chair) and
touring with us from Maine to Omaha.

Load-In Crew is a strenuous job, but one that is fun and excit-
ing. On Saturday the fourth of September, we met in Norwich
to load car, vans and rickshaws with all the props, curtains, fur-
niture, scenery and electrical equipment. We hauled it all here
to the barn and unloaded and assembled the set you see tonight.
We hung thirty lighting instruments and ran tons of video cable
to support two cameras and two monitors backstage and one
monitor in the light booth. We hung all the curtains and set and
nailed the flats. We moved the platforms, set the seats and
swept and cleaned the whole building! So, you can see that any-
one who agreed to join us on this exhausting day qualifies as a
SECOND STEP PLAYERS hero! Some of the folks to join that
team were : Ralph Piscitelli, David Bieri, Marcia DeForest, Den-
nis LeVeille, Roger McGuinness, Linda Jabren, Lora Taber, Shei-
la Barbone, Sara Garofalo, Catherine Harding, Michael Mann,
Rick Grucza, Brian Ragsdale, Marshall Robishaw and probably a
bunch of other people who we had not guilt-tripped into joining
at the time of this printing.

Michael Mann has been with us for a few years now and he gets
better and better. Of course, he does seem to be typecast into the
role of some rather obnoxious characters, but we want you to
know that they are not AT ALL a reflection of his personality.
Michael is best described as playful. He has a light countenance
about him that puts everyone at ease. We're glad he’s with us.

Roger McGuinness is not nearly as tough as he seems. Actually,
he's a teddy bear in grizzly bear's clothing. He has been touring
with us for a few years and he is one of the most committed peo-
ple (no pun intended) we have the pleasure to work with. He's
funny, musical and can sure dance (check him out in the "Thora-
zine Shuffle"), but his most important feature is the fact that he
ROLLERBLADES (I love rollerbladers)!

Kato McNickle is a true Renaissance Woman. She plays folk
guitar, writes beautiful folk music, sings like songbird, is a cari-
cature artist, graphic designer of t-shirts and posters for many
area non-profit events, script writer, director, actress, AND col-
lector of little plastic action hero figurines...AND we are lucky
enough to have her on our staff. Perfect.
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THE
SECOND

~W» STEP o~
PLAYERS

The Second Step Players is a professional performing troupe com-
prised of ﬁrformers and production personnel who have experienced
or been labeled with mental illnesses. The troupe was founded in No-
vember of 1985 with its premier performance at the Eugene O'Neill
Theatre in Waterford, Connecticut. “Psychos -R- Us” marks our eight
year anniversary at the beautiful and prestigious O’Neill.

The 1992/93 season has been packed to the brim. We achieved two
longstanding dreams by mounting our first national tour and receiv-
ing our first national press coverage. In March we packed seven peo-
ple, luggage, props, sound equipment and lots of buttons into a cargo
van and a conversion camper van and ventured forth to spread our
word beyond New England. We performed for two colleges, one re-
hab. center and a state hospital. We drove 3,200 miles in eight days,
all the way out to Omaha, Nebraska, through Pennsylvania to Mary-
land and back to Pennsylvania before arriving home. We stayed in a
ton a cheap hotels (except for the night when the University of Pitts-
burgh put us up in the downtown Holiday Inn).

This tour was also the first time that we conducted a real fundraising
campaign. Some of you may remember receiving an invitation to sué)-
Egrt our tour in the mail. We are proud to report what we already
ew. We are blessed with a strong group of public supporters who
understand the importance of our message and the power of the
gniquedway we package it. Thank you, thank you to everyone who
onated.

Let’s see, in the publicity category there was a fair amount of excite-
ment this year. February 10th found a few members of the trou

gracing the halls of the State Capitol and Legislative Office Building
during the appropriations hearings. It was touch and go for awhile
when Ronna had to talk the capital guards into letting her enter the
building with the big cardboard “Pillar of the Community” headdress.
It is basically a hat that Howard Beatman wears on his head to make
him look like there is a pillar growing out of his head. Once the
guards cautiously agreed, Howard gave a rousing performance
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in an informal atmosphere featuring live music and local art.

Melanie Meredith has been a devoted audience member for the
last four or five years and this year, finally, we have gotten her
out of the bleachers and into our theatrical fold. She begins her
career as the Assistant Stage Manager, an uncomfortable job
(you have to wear those darn headsets). Don't tell Melanie I said
so, but I personally have plans to see her acting onstage with us.
Maybe the role of a wicked schoolteacher or maybe something
in an Elvis costume... Can't you see it?

Carla J. Merrill has taken care of advance ticket sales for many
years now. She has also been a cornerstone of the troupe and
agency. For months she worked as a volunteer office assistant
and continued to work excellently for us when we had enough
money to hire her part-time. And listen, we never would have
let her go if it wasn't for the fact that she gave birth to gorgeous
little Victoria this Spring. Even with motherhood as her main
occupation these days, Carla remains an invaluable member of
the troupe.

Chris Milles started performing first with the FREE AT LAST
PLAYERS, a mental health theatre in Middletown that was start-
ed with inspiration from the SECOND STEP PLAYERS. When
she moved down to our area, we worked and worked to get her
onto our stage and we're glad we did. She has the brightest
smile, loudest laugh and strongest handshake of anyone in the
troupe.

Marilyn Neale has toured with us for the past four or five years
and she just keeps getting better and better! Unfortunately, she
seems to have become typecast in the role of MOM. Yes, year af-
ter year, show after show, Marilyn seems to get the role of MOM
and this year is no different. It's not really our fault though. The
lady just plays a darn good MOM. You check her out tonight
and tell me if I wrong...if I'm lying, I'm dying!

Jana Noyes has truly brought this troupe into the 21st century
by waking us up to the necessity and beauty of having our mate-
rial interpreted for the hearing impaired. She is gorgeous to
watch, entertaining and, if we can get better at advertising to the
deaf community, she will open our message up to a whole new
part of our society. So sit back and enjoy the show and let your
eyes wander away from the action to watch Jana weave her
magic and speak to you on levels you didn't realize existed.

Ralph Piscitelli brings to the troupe what small dignity it can

2
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boast. He is the Treasurer of the Board of Directors and an ex-
tremely versatile performer. Tonight you will see him doing a
little acting, but during his time with us he has sung with the
band, played guitar with the band, acted as Master of Ceremo-
nies and worn a great big grey furry jumpsuit with a buttoned-
on tail as the ever so undignified... EEYORE.

Marshall Robishaw is our Knight in Shining Armor. What
would we ever do without him? He knows where everything
goes. He knows how to put everything together. If you lose
something, he knows where you lost it. If you want something,
he knows where to get it. He will gladly rise at six a.m. and re-
turn home at two a.m. in order to tour with us. He is the perfect
PLAYER, everyone agrees. We just couldn't be happier to know
him and if asked, he’d say he just couldn't be happier with us.
Perfect...

n mes and Make-up have been handled su-
perbly this year by a number of folks about whom you've al-
ready read but also by a couple you haven't met yet. Dawn
Lamb-Deveau spent some of her precious free time painting
props and scenery. In the past she has also been a beloved actor
and member of the touring troupe but lately has been so busy in
other aspects of her life (like gainful employment, marriage and
finishing a degree at Mohegan) that she's had to take a break
from performing. Well, we'll take her any way we can get
her............. And Jennifer Slattery is the artistic genius behind
much of the makeup worn by the actors this evening. She is a
first-time volunteer and is also working with the stage crew. We
figure anyone who can get the guys to sit still long enough for
makeup is invaluable so we hope this year isn't the last we'll see
of her!

Lora Taber is always so good at calming our nerves. She is basi-
cally in charge of the electricity pulsing through the theatre to-
night. No, I don't mean the artistic electricity in the air, I mean
the lights! She is a trained electrician and an experienced theat-
rical lighting designer and she works for us! Aren't we lucky?!

S] Williams plays bass for an area country band known as Blue
Blazes. She conducts a wild three hour radio show every Friday
morning on WCNI Radio and is the brains and brawn and inspi-

“ration behind so much of what you will see tonight that I cannot
even begin to list it. Suffice it to say that without her, the
troupe, the agency and the dream would not exist.
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Artreach, Inc. believes that creativity in all its forms is a
profoundly empowering and consequently healing en-
deavor. We support and empower performers, artists,
musicians and writers who have experienced psychiat-
ric, physical and developmental disabilities. As a re-
sults-oriented organization, Artreach's goals are to:

o Empowel"ﬂpeople who have experienced disabilities
to create a culture of their own using role models that
come from their own ranks; to celebrate their strengths
and encourage them in their struggles by creating art
forms that speak to their experiences and values;

** Educate the general public and future generations,
through the use of cultural activities, about the value of
people regardless of how they are labeled or disabled;

** Produce and tour high-quality published work, artis-
tic exhibitions,” musical recordings and performances,
and theatrical events, primarily using artistic and pro-
duction personnel who have experienced disabilities;

** Provide high-quality training to artists and produc-
tion personnel who have experienced disabilities;

** And provide training to other professionals in the
technology involved in the production of artistic events
using artistic and production personnel who have expe-
rienced disabilities.
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